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Chapter said that the suggestion that each Dominion should
create a like Defence Committee has been developed
to any extent, for the Dominions are as a whole un-
interested in issues of defence.
This decline in concern with defence has been seen
especially in the abandonment of the compulsory
system in Australia and New Zealand, the striking re-
duction of Australian efforts at setting up a navy of
her own, and the general determination to rely for
security on external forces of one sort or another. In
the case of Canada the Monroe doctrine has always
provided a sure shield against foreign intervention or
serious attack. In the case of the rest of the Dominions
the League Covenant and the Kellogg Pact serve much
the same purpose, together with the projects of dis-
armament, which are believed to indicate far more
probably the future trend of events than the disbelief
of Signor Mussolini in the desirability of the abolition
of war or the ideal of perpetual peace, or the determina-
tion of Germany to undo the whole system of the peace
treaties. Yet it must be borne in mind that Germany
has strong claims for the restoration to her of the
Pacific and African territories allotted to Australia and
to New Zealand and to South-West Africa, and that
none of these Dominions could view with anything save
grave inquietude the presence on their borders of what
is potentially one of the greatest of powers. Moreover,
the attitude of Japan towards the League of Nations
is a constant reminder that Australia bars entry to
Japanese and other orientals, and yet seems unable to
increase her population to such a number as would
give moral support to her claim to be entitled to main-
tain a White Australia. In comparison with the burden